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There is a wonderful story some of you will know about a cat in a hat, written by Dr. Seuss. 
The sun did not shine. It was too wet to play. So we sat in the house all that cold, cold, wet day. I sat there with Sally. 
We sat there, we two. And I said, “How I wish we had something to do!” Too wet to go out and too cold to play ball. 
So we sat in the house we did nothing at all… 
 This sounds pretty boring, but suddenly something goes BUMP. We looked! Then we saw him step 
in on the mat! And we saw him! The Cat in the Hat! And he said to us, “Why do you sit there like that? I know it 
is wet and the sun is not sunny. But we can have lots of good fun that is funny! I know some good games we could play,” 
said the cat. “I know some new tricks,” said the Cat in the Hat. “A lot of good tricks. I will show them to you. Your 
mother will not mind at all if I do.” Then Sally and I did not know what to say Our mother was out of the house for 
the day. But our fish said, “No! No! Make that cat go away! Tell that Cat in the Hat you do not want to play. He 
should not be here. He should not be about. He should not be here when your mother is out!” 
 If you know the story, you know that the cat did a lot of tricks and he made a great big mess 
and he brought in Thing One and Thing Two and they were very messy too. And yet after making an 
enormous mess, the Cat in the Hat came back and cleaned everything up. He picked up the cake, and the 
rake, and the gown, and the milk and the strings, and the books and the dish. And the fan, and the cup, and the ship, 
and the fish. And he put them away Then he said, “That is that.” And then he was gone with a tip of his hat. Then 
our mother came in and she said to us two, “Did you have any fun? Tell me. What did you do?” And Sally and I did 
not know what to say. Should we tell her the things that went on there that day? Should we tell her about it? Now, 
what should we do? Well…what would you do if your mother asked you?1 
 All through this book, the children and those who read the story are aware that the mom will 
come back. The mother is out for the day, but we know she will return home. I thought of this story 
when I read another story from the Book of Revelation in the very last chapter of the Bible. Jesus says, 
“See I am coming soon.” Again he says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Just like the mother in The Cat 
in the Hat, Jesus is coming home. He is coming soon. It makes me wonder if we might live our lives 
any differently if we knew exactly when that might be. If we knew he was going to come this afternoon, 
or tomorrow morning, or Thursday afternoon, would we change any of our behavior? I want you to 
think about that. If we knew Jesus was coming this week, how might we be different?  
 Maybe we would be more forgiving or more generous or more hospitable. Maybe we would 
start asking for forgiveness. Maybe we could learn to be less violent. Maybe we would remember 
important passages of Scripture, like “You shall also love the stranger for you were strangers in the 
land of Egypt.”2  With that in mind, maybe we would call on our government to stop arresting people 
who are simply offering water to those crossing the border down south. Maybe we might remember 
that we were once strangers and immigrants, and thus treat other immigrants with greater compassion. 
If we knew Jesus were coming this week, maybe we would be different. 
 Revelation has a word for us today. Having spoken to a people who knew all about suffering 
and oppression with the good news that those who seemed to be in power, in fact were not in power; 
having proclaimed that despite all appearances to the contrary, God was still in control and bringing 
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justice and peace to their hurting world; today God in Christ proclaims: “I am coming soon.” Some 
scholars suggest that this is a fragment from an ancient church liturgy.3 In some churches, if I say: 
Christ is risen, the proper response is Christ is risen, indeed. I have served in churches where I could say: 
God is good and I knew I would get a response: all the time. And then I would say: All the time, and the 
people would respond: God is good. In our reading today, the call and response are: Surely I am coming 
soon. And the people respond: Amen. Come Lord Jesus! The whole community is crying out to God: 
Come. The spirit and the bride—that is the church—they say, Come. Everyone who hears, joins the 
chorus which proclaims, Come. Everyone is there in this new city. They are all together and they are 
all chanting: Come Lord Jesus. And God’s response is: I am on my way. 

The response to all those who have cried out across the years, How long, O Lord? is answered 
here today: I am coming soon. And all the people respond: Amen, Come Lord Jesus. 

Kathleen Norris has written that her favorite definition of heaven comes from a Benedictine 
sister, who told her that as her mother lay dying in a hospital bed she had ventured to reassure her by 
saying, “In heaven, everyone we love is there.” The older woman had replied, “No, in heaven I will 
love everyone who’s there.”4 That whole community is joined together today crying out: Come Lord 
Jesus. 

Suddenly though the voice changes. Amidst the great throng crying out Come Lord Jesus another 
voice proclaims: Everyone who is thirsty come. Those who thirst for a new world, those who thirst for a 
new life, those who thirst for a new beginning, those who thirst for a second chance, everyone who is 
thirsty, come. Come and join this great throng who bask in the presence of our God. You are welcome 
here. Here in this place, anyone who wishes, is invited to take the water of life as a gift. 

We don’t know exactly when Jesus will come, but we can live in a way that recognizes that he 
will come. We can live in such a way that recognizes that he does come in small ways every day if we 
have the eyes to see. “See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s 
work. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” Let everyone 
who hears say, “Come.” Let everyone who is thirsty come. Surely I am coming soon. Amen. Come, 
Lord Jesus! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.  
  
 
Let us pray: O God who is like a mother and a father to all of us your children, come into our lives 
and into our world. Give us strength and courage to join the chorus that celebrates your presence in 
our world. Come Lord Jesus, come. Amen. 
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